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Sir, 
REVENUE. 
I have the honor to for- 
(Mooltan Settlement Report.) 
: the § ) - 
— £75 of 16tn Ultimo, from Comuissioncr Mooltan, to Piuan- ward : Settlement Re 
ee ee port® of the Mooltan Dis- 
No. 29 of 24th Feb. 1859 from Mr. J. AH. Morris Settlement as . . 
Officer to Comuissioner Mooltan. tr ict, with enclosur es and 
map noted inthe Margin. 
} Appendices A to J, 24 Statements, and one Map. P “oe + 


The report reached me on the 18th ultimo. 
2.— The professional survey was conducted by Lieutenant C. F. 


Anderson in 1856 and 1857, butthe maps have not 


Survey. : 
yet been issued. 


3.— The settlement has been conducted by Mr. J. Morris: he 
broke ground in February 1855, and made his report 

Regular Settlement. . ‘ 28 
in February. 1859), when he left for Europe. A con. 
siderable amount of detail was left to be disposed of undcr the superinten- 
dence of Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton the Commissioner, who, as an old 
District officer, knew the Distriet well, has maintained a close super- 
vision throughout, and now furnishes a report. All the appeals to this 
office have now been disposed of, aud operations uf every kind have 

cone toa conclusion. 

4,.-— The district is situated at’ the southern extremity of the 
Baree Doab, between the rivers Sutlej, Ravee, and 
Physical features. 
Cheenab. A small portion of one Tehseel lies across 


the Ravec in the Rechnab Doab, having been detached since the first Sam- 
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mary Settlement from the Jhung district. It embraces an area of 5866 
square miles, much of which is barren and waste, and is divided into five* 
Tehseels, three on the Cheenab, and two on the Sut- 


' Mooltan, F . . : 

Soviabad, lej. It contains one city of note, Mooltan, which has 
Ludran, ‘ oF : 

Mylaee. no doubt a great destiny before it, and will be to 


Serai Siddhoo. 


Western, what Allahabad is to Eastern India. At this 
point the Railway will terminate, and the River Steam communication 


commence. 


5.— When Maharajah Runjeet Sing succeeded in expelling the 
Mahomedan Nawabs, who in the decadence of the 

f ormer Fiscal History. Empire made themselves independent of Delhie, the 
whole of this district came under the enlightened 

rule of Deewan Sawun Mul, frem whose time all fiscal arrangements 
date. When his son Moolraj rebelled, end was taken prisoner, a sum- 
mary Settlement was made in 1849 by Mr. Edgeworth and Lieutenant 
H. James. This lasted to 1854, and was very unequal. It was 
succeeded hy a second Sammary.Settlement, conducted by the Deputy 
Commissioners Mr. Henderson and Major Hamilton, which granted some 
reduction, and has worked fairly. This lasted till 1858; when Mr. Morris’ 
new assessment came into force, which itis proposed to continue for (10) 


ten years. 


6.— Tor purposes of assessment three Chuks, or natural topogra- 
phical division, were formed, with more or less preci= 
ie sion in each Tehseel: 

I Sylaba— low Jands, subject to the influence of the River. 
T= Wighlands— or Bar. 
JIT Intermediate. 
It appears that classes were adopted in two Tehseels, owing to 


the varying character or. position of the villages. 


7.— The result of the Settlement is a very considerable reduc- 


tion, about eighteen per cent. The Commissioner 
Fisest Results, ! . 
thinks that the reduction is more than was necessary 


however, under the peculiar circumstances of the distriet, itis a fault on 
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the right side ; the reasons for fixing a light assessment are given in Mr. 
Morris’ report, and are as follows :— 

I, Absence oftrade. If. Want of markets. III. Inferiority of soil. 
IV. Variable nature of River irrigation. V. Prevalence of nomad tribes. 
VI. Uncertainty and insufficiency of canals. VII. Scantiness of popu- 
lation, and emigrations to Buhawlpore, VIII. Low value of property. IX. 
Fixedness of new jumas. X. Amount of land lately abandoned. 

Now all these evils, with the exception of the fourth, may be 


expected gradually to lose their furce or cease altogether. The former 


juma stood at Rs. 5,79,000, and is now reduced to Rs. 4,70,000. 


8.—Irrigation is everything to this District: the difference of 
quality of soil counts for nothing—the difference of 
Irrigation. 

mode of irrigation is ofimportance, There are generally 
three kinds :— I, Sylab, or flood of Rivers; II, Inundation Canals or cuts 
from the rivers ; IIT, Wells. Those lands which enjoy a combination of 
both are most highly assessed, as the Spring crop is secured by the wells, 
whilethe Autumn crop derives. advantage from the flood of the canals, 
the waters of which are either introduced at a level, or what is technically 

called “ Puggo,” or lifted up by the Persian wheels called ‘* Jhulars.” 
9.—Many of the crops produced are first class, such as Indigo, 


Sugar, and Cotton 3 no less than 48,000 begahs pro- 


Crops aud Cullivators. : ‘ 
duce Indigo, and the unlimited extension of that pro.. 


duct depends only on the canals. More than ten thousand maunds is the 
annual outturn, The cultivating classes are generally inferior : the Ma. 
homedan Juts, who are the ancestral landowners, have been depressed by 
an inroad of Puthans., and Syuds, idle, needy, and unskilful. In some 
quarters rich and enterprizing castes have introduced themselves, and to 
them the District is mainly indebted for its fertilit y. 

10.—The jumas were readily accepted, there have been no farms, 


and no abandonment of leases. Attention was paid to 
Rates, 


the subject ofappointing Lumberdars, and the princi. 
ple, which guided Mr. Morris is correct. They are perhaps too numer- 
ous and their number must be gradually reduced: each owner ofa well 
would-prefer paying his revenue direct, 


bP A 


The rates of assessment fallas follows per acre : 


On Cultivation On assessable On iotal 

area. area. 

Mooltan,,.....+- 1 1 8 0 6 5 0 411 
Shoojabad,.....+. 114 7 013 2 09 9 
BR hy: 1) Peer Sue Wt 78S Mo 0 6 4 0 4 4 
Mylsee,,......00+ 013 1 0 4 3 02 9 
Serai Siddhoo,,,.. O11 3 0 3 4 02 9 


11,—Great pains were taken in preparing and attesting the Khe- 


wuts and owing to the complication of tenur es 


Khewnt and Record. : 
the task was unusually diffieult. The Putwaries were 


employed in the measurements, and annual papers will this year be filed. 
The settlement record has been prepared on a reduced and simplified mo - 
del, for which improvement Mr. Morris deserves great credit. All Neve- 
nue freeholdings have been disposed of. 

12.—The Commissioner and Mr. Morris differ on the mode of 


settling the extensive Sylaba land. Mr. Morris, in 


Treatment of Sylyba lauds. 
obedience to the positive orders of Mr. Mcleod sup- 


ported by the opinion of Sir J. Lawrence, has assessed the whole at low 
rates, so as to secure the @ullection in ordinary seasons, subject to the 
usual relief granted oy the rules regarding diluvian. Mr, Morris has also 
provided a certain scale of roductions in case of a general failure of the 
flood. The Commissioner, on) the other hand, would have maintained 
the system introduced at the second Summary Settlement of annual mea- 
surements of the whole tract, and assessment at certain rates. ‘The reason 
for this is, that the oxutturn of these lands is,in the opinion of the Com- 
missioner so variable, that no assessment can in some years be paid, while 
in other years the profit to the landowner is enormous. Mr. Morris dis- 
tinctly records his opinion, that the Sylab lands sre notso variable as to 
prevent alight juma being paid, and he has accordingly assessed the 
whole. 
13.—Amidst t2e conflict of opinions of local officers, with consi- 


derable ability and experience on both sides, I rejoice 
Advantago of course adopt: : 
ed. that a plan has been adopted, which is consistent with 


what, in my opinion, is the only expedient course. It is true that we may in 
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some years lose revenue, but the loss is againto the material interests of 
the people, if that revenue were only to be attained by annual measure. 
ments on a gigantic seale, with all the attendant inconvenience, and mal- 
practices, It is true that Mr. Morris’ expedient of remission is but a half 
measure, but he remarks with justice, that the experience of*the last ten- 
vears hasnot shown much variation in the collections, and after all much 
must be left to the judgment of the District officer. At any rate for the 
term of this settlement let us give the system a trial. It is early to seck 
finality in the revenue arrangements of a newly conqueredcountry With 
regard to the question of Diluvian and Alluvion general rules are now 
under consideration. 


14.—Another question of interest,on which the Commissioner 


holds very decided opinions, is the alleged absence in 
‘Nature of Tonures. 


this District of Village communities, which would jus. 
tify the enforcement of our village system of revenue administration. This 
isa very important subject ; any divergence from fixed principles at this pe- 
riod would leave a permanent trace, and-hamper the Deputy Commissioner 
in his collections. Mr. Morris classes his villaves in the well known fami- 
lies of Zemindaree, and Byachara,—sometimes a little complicated from the 
changes of possession, but still maintaining the chief characteristics. I am 
glad to find that along the rivers, where population and cultivation have 
attained a degree cf permanence, “ common land” exsists, and regular com- 
munities : here we have thus proof, that there is nothing in the physical 
features of sie country, or itr tke customs of the people, to render this 
develupment impossible. 


15,~—-As we retire from the the River and approach the Bar, or 


barren dorsal ridge, we lose all trace s j 
gies ge, of these communi- 


ties. Each well has its separate owner unconnected 
with its neighbour,—-often a separate hamlet or hut, with no common land, 
interests, or homestead, no ties of race, religion, or kindred. But this is 
just what we should expect : these people are the pioneers of civilization, 
the squatters in the primeval forest. Gradually, however, the ramparts of 
a municipality will be formed round them; we have now given them 


a defived village area, and a joint property in the jungle, to the exclusion 
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of others. The owners of patches and wells are represented by hend- 
men ; the ties of fellowship and mutual advantage will draw them te- 
gether 3 the law ofjoint responsibility will bring with it the right of pre- 
emption. As cultivation, population, and wealth extend, these infant 
communities will develop themselves ou one of the well known types—per- 
haps streaked by some local peculiarities.” Such has been the mode by 
which in the old set:led tracts ef the Gangetic valley, the village comuia- 
nity has come into existence, and by an innate vitality has survived empires 


and dynasties. , 


16.——Mr. Morris has carefully described and defined the Chuk- 


daree tenure, and the nature of that heritable and 


Chuckdara. 7 

transferable property called * Kussoor.” Jf we look 
below the surface of things, and are not blinded by names, there is no- 
thing new, or strange, in this incident of the ordinary tenurcs. Property, 
Jabour, aud capital are the three great instruments of civilization. Some 
few combine the three attributes,—possess their Jand, till it with theiz 
strong arm:, and have a sufficient surplus steck to supply tho capital to 
buy seed, anid oxen, sink wells, and keep them in gear. Tn other cases, 
where wealth has accumulated, we find property and capital united, and 
Jabor invited ‘n the form of the cultivator, who is located onthe | state 
of the rich landowner. But in districts, where property has been shak- 
cn. and landowners impoverished, eapiful has to be enticed by the offer 


of interest, a share of the property, ora share of the net profits. In Eng 


Meee 


land large sums are borrowed for the purpase vf Urditinc and erecting 
farm buildings: the loan is paid by. a rent charge fixed on the Jand, so 
woyttsted, tnatan tne course of a period, not only is the interest paid, buta 


sinking fund is formed, by which the whole debt is gradually paid off. 


17.— In Mooltan a permanent encumbrance is fixed on the es- 
tate, or a permanent alienation takes place of a por- 

Nature of Huq Kuss oor. : ; : ; 
tinofthe soil. Capital makes its own terms. Tt 
yay-be that the proprictor stil cultivates his acres, aud pays a rent charze 
to the capitalist, who has sunk his well; or, the capitalist himself culti- 
yates by his own exen, or his own cultivators. *nd pays a quit rent to the 


proprietor, now no longer enjoying the ig’.t o! cultivation, or the right cf 


Bed 

management. In the firstease the Zemindar is the Malgoozar, and the 
« Kassoor-khwah” is notuing but a mortgagee annuitant‘ ia the latter, 
the * Kussoor khwah” is the Malgoozar, and the Zemindar is a Talooqah- 
dar. But this incident of impoverished property does not affect the original 
tenure, any miore than the introduction of a mortgagee, a lessee, a tenant, 
until the management changes hand: and, when that has taken place, 
the dejure proprietors receive their quit rent, and the de facto possessors 
manage the estate. There is nothing exceptional in this phenomenon of 
of the weak cxuausted race giving way to the strong and vigorous;. it oc- 
eurse)l ever the Punjaub. 

i—Ne vee cau fail to remark, thata settlement of a District 


like Mooltan is a very different thing from one in the 
t Mcoltan 





rich and densely populcus tracts of the upper Doab. 
{ have had before me the settlement operations of Sealkote, Goojeranwala, 
Jhung, and Mooltan, and have tried to trace how the physical features cf 
the country have modilted the tenures. Race and id zuvernment have 
not been without their effect. In unsettled times, and bad seasons, cul- 
tivation shrank, but properity still existed though, in name only. As affairs 
began to settle, the government took a position which has trespassed on 
pronarty, Cultivators were located by the Kardar, with leases guaranteed 
by Sunuds; the fatal practice of division of the crops and appraisement 
was enforced ; the Jaghceerdar, that curse of the landowner, was let loose 
among the community ; the village system, ifit ever existed has been set 
aside with a view of increasing the revenue, The owner in despair 
has invited the capitalist, who, once a footing obtained, is not to be shalcen 
off; the power of mortgage has been stretched to an extent approaching 
sale, being conditional, usufructuary, or on account. The introduction of 
new races, armed with political power, has added to the confusion, which 
was perpetuated by a lux phraseology, the absence of all trustworthy re- 
cord, and a desire on the part of many to keep up the old undefined state 
uifaurs rather than be judicially outlawed. 

19,—Upon this fermenting mass has dropped our settlement, try. 

ing to reduce to principles most ince: zrusus cle 


Efeut of Bettle.agnk 
ments,-- to maintain possession, vet sot crush <hr. 
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mant rights,—-to uphold contracts, and yet not work out injustice,.—te 
give properity, capital, and labor, their dues. In my opinion the regular 
Settlement has come on this part of the country too quickly: it would 
have been better to have let such matters adjust themselves un- 
der the loose discipline of the Summary Settlement, than to compel 
every body to declare and define their status. If the scores of 
cases that have come in appeal to this office are fair samples, the 
judicial work of the settlement has by no means been discharged 
satisfactorily. The elements for decision were strange, the issues 
raised unusual, the proofs yague and startling. Wells, and fractions 
of wells, appear to have become a inedium of exchange, without a 
statement of area and soil; claims long worn out by lapse of time, 
or rendered uncertain by breach of custom, were hazarded ; Sunuds 
of aruler, or Kardar, produced as a proof of property. I consider 
that a wise discretion shoukl, during the next ten years, be used by 
the Financial Commissioner, in allowing a re-trial in many cases where the 
issues have been wrongly drawn, and the nature of the case misunder- 
stood by the parties. 

20.--Mr. Morris comments severely on the general ineffi- 


ciency of the Canal arrangements, and the Com- 


Inefficioney of Canal ar- ect 1 . 
rangementa, missioner agrees, with him;—yet on them depends 


the well being of the District. The cultivation of Indigo appears 
to have fallen of from neglect of the Canals. A valuable memo. on this 
erop is given in an Appendix tothe. Report. Mr. Morris alludes to a 
yeport on the Canals which is doubtless in your office, and I trust that 


some energetic measures will be taken this season. 


21,—.In addition to the assessed village areas, leave is given to 


~ 


sink wells in the Government waste lands on leases : 


Extra Sources of Revenue. : 
there are also rain crops, in favourable years, 


in portions of the Bar, which are collected kham. Add to this the 
farms of the grazing tax, and the Jungle produce, such as Trinnet. 
Goolkessoo, and Maieen. All these are separate from, and indepen- 
dent of, the settlement now under report. The produce of date groves 
has been included in the village assessment, and in two Tuhseels 


tae 
the whole of the Biranee lands have been. granted to a farmer :—the 
Revenue is jucluded in thejama of the district. 
2i—The assessment now recommended for sanction has 


work:.i well for two years: it is unquestionably light. 
Tho assazvmeat Light, = 


] rejoice in this fact : our Panjaud settlements have all 
been pitched too hier. We forgot the character of the Governmaat whom 
we succeadad, and on whose statistics wa mainly depen led. Yen vears ofan 
easy assessncat will give an expausion to agricultural interests; the advan- 


tases of fixed cash 


assorsmenats wili display themselves; the pee 
confident of their position, will locate cultivators .oa advantazeous terms 
we shall hear no more of cullivators adscoadiag to Bahwa'pore, More ca- 
pital will be invested in lind, aod, as Moottan uas a great future before it 
new markets for produce will ba epaaed., Ido not recommend any large 
grants of tuceavee to this district :—ifwe keep the Canals in good order, we 
shall have done our duty as a Government. ‘The existence of these Chuk- 
dars shows that capital will be fortheomiag, if required. 
93.—Myr. Morris deserves the commendation of Government fora 
very carefuland good seitiement, bassd on sound 
ee principles, and mogt clearly aad fully reported, Lheva 
great pteasure in recording my favoucauiz opinion of his lavours, aud his 
remarks on his mode of assessment appear to be very just. Ie is decidedly 
ene of our best Revenue officers, 
24.—-Colonel Hamilton, the Conrmissioner, has eae towards 
this settlement aamiten closer reiation than falls to the 
Taryjit 
ee majority of Cummissioners. Mr. horris coagiited him 
throughcut, Colonel Hamilton had himself made a careful Sammary set- 
tlement of two Tuliseels, accompanied by reports, to which Dfr. Morris 
refers a3 anticipating his own labours. Colonel Hamilcon’sknowledze of 
the Mooltan District exceeds that ofany other officer, and to lus careful 
upervision the Governmeat is much indebted. 
25-1 beg to recommend this settlement for sanetivn for ten 
(10)-vea's. from the date on which the assessments 


CVenclugien, 2 
were introduced, or until a new settlement. 


T haye &c., 
kK. Ne Gok, 


Offs, Fink, Cems. 
ee 
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE, 








Movllan Division, 


The 1Gth of July 1869. 


To 
PHE PINANCIAL COHEISSEON SER, 
FOR THE PUNJAB. 
Sik, 


I have the honor to transmit the Settlement Statements and re- 
port of the Mosltan District. 

2.——Prior to Mr Morris’ departure for Europe he left with mea 
very copious report: this is now forwarded with its appendices. These 
contain most ample information ; and I shall therefore confine myself to a 
statement of the work concluded since his departure, to supplying what he 
has omitted, to remarking on these portions of his report which require 
notice, and to general observations on the Settlement. 


3.—At the time of Mr. Morris’ departure a considerable portion 


stor Noisy Of the Settlement work remained to be completed. This 
cer NOLS 







Governmorit 
Rea Les ¥ . i 
Ee ee teelvel has now been accomplished, and a statement of the 
jo. 660 of 2ist idem. : r r 

a oper work exceuted is annexcd. The completion of the 


Settlement was consigned to me under the authority noted in the margin. 
4,—Tho first raatter in Mr. Morris’ report, to. which I shall refer, 
is the subject of the assessment of the Sylaba lands, or rather of the lands 


situate within the influence of the rivers, and liable to great variations of 


ee ee 

eee from excess, or deficiency of inundation, and to numberless 
aceidauts which affect their character, either permanently, or temporarily,— 
such as abrasion, dluvisn, overflooding, change from fertiliiy to sterility, 
and the contrary, by the deposition of sand or mud, and change of means 

al irrigation. 
S.awlIr. Morris disapproves of the system of annual measurement 
(or more properly of annual survey), which was introduced at the second 
Summary Saidement, and, iu accordance with the positive instructions of 
e Chief Commissioner and Financial Commissioner, has assessed these 
lands at rates, which, from their lightness, are to ensure the realization of 
the revenue under every circumstance of accident or variation, except, as 
Tunderstand, actual abrasion. It is possible that to a certain extent this 
object may be realized, and that for aseries of years, the revenue may be 
fully collected, except in cases of abrasion, But this has been gained at 


an immeuse sacrifice of revenue. 


6.—These rates are certainly not medium, and still less maximum; 
so that, if not actually eae = they are-considerably below the average 
rates of collections of a series of yearsefyom™ actual cultivation. The loss 
therefore to the state must be exeessive, and is probably not less than 20 


per cent. on the above mentioned average rates. 
7.—This may appear mprobable, but, for a stranger it is difficult 


to understand the immense variation of productiveness to which some lands 
in this District are subject. Instances are:known when tracts of land of 
16,009 acres, after lying unproductive for many years, have in a single 
season become fertile, aud after a few years have again relapsed to their 
former sterility. To assess such lands permanently with anything like 


revenue Is po: sitiv ely impracticable 


S.—-But the Settlement Officer is still not satisfied that even his 
assessment will stand the test of a lengthened period, and he has devised a 
scheme—in some measure a modification of the system of the second sum- 
mary settlement,—-which, he considers, will provide for these extraordinary 
oceasions, when from failure of water &c. even his very moderate assess- 


inent whl be incapable of realization, 


f 12 J 
9.~—-W hen ihe entire crop fails there willbeno difficulty in putting 
this scheme into effect. It will besimply giving an entire remission of 
the revenue, but ifthe scheme is to apply to seasous whan the failure is ouly 
partial, I do not understand how itis to be brought into operation, ex- 
cept by having recourse to measurement, or survey, the very contingencies 


which he proposed to avoid. 


10 —It will thus be seen that under Mr. Morris’ scheme the Go- 
vernment can never gain anything from the accidental, or rather occasional, 
fertilization of lands by deposits or other causes, whileit is provided, that 
in some seasons there may be an entire loss to the State, of even the moder- 
ate revenue assessed on these lands. I do net think, therefore, that the new 
system proposed by Mr. Morris is in any way preferable to that which he 
has condemned. 

11.—he system of variable assessment has been recently briefly 
described in my letter to your address, No, 160, ofthe 3rd Instant, and I 
need not now recapitulate my observations, But I must rewark upon Mr. 
Morris’ allusion to the annual loss whieh Government sustained under the 
system of the second Settlement. It is peifectly true that there was 
a loss on the aggregate, but, on the other hand, there was an actual incsease 
in several villages, which under Mr Morris’ arrangements would net haye 
been obtained, ‘The survey too had not been made, and from want of cor 
rect plans it was not casy to ageertain properly wheve increase and des 
crease had occurred. The Rosulir Settlement also had been announced, 
and it was not the object of thepeultivators to increase their cultivation 
when the Survey and measurement were close at haud. Even under these 
circumstances the loss to Government in Mooltan was proportionally 
less than in Jnung, where the old system prevailed. 

12.—There can be no doubt that the former assessments pressed 
rather heavily on the district, and at the time of the regular settlement re- 
duction was advisable. The first settlement had been based on {hie cot 
lections of the former Government, and that system was not properly un- 
derstood, The result was that, exclusive of the sudden conversion of 
payments in kind into payments in cash, and the fallin prices, the un- 


equal distribution of the assessment caused great distress. A well, actual- 





a pe Pyle ieee e eee 
@ ane aflerwards asses 


ly pteliniee Shae Oo Bees celevded at 150, wi 
ed at 350, only paid £6 Rs, Tu these iugtanecs there bad bean uo inerea 
or decrease of cultivation, [t arose simply from misunderstanding the sy 
tem of assessment invase unlerthe Nazims, The 2nd Settlement rem 
died many of these defects, and with all its Ciults was superior to any Su 
miry settlement made in this Division ; but if was founded oa no corre: 
measurements, nor were there any data which could be entirely trusted 
The distress alluded to by Mr. Morris existed almost wholly darieg th 
period of the Ist settlement, and what remained during the secoud perio: 
Was rather the result of former errors, than the effect of the second settle 
ment, Another cause of distress during the period of the Ist settlemer 
was the want of any system for granting relief to cultivators, whose land 
had become anproductive from the changes on tha basks of the rivers 
At that period of our occupation the real character oi these lands was no 
kaown and applisativas for relicf ‘rom the sufferers did not meet with the 
arention whieh they deserved, and which, doubtless, would have bee 
granted. had the outhorities bean asmare, of the true facts. The emigra 
thang to Gaawalpoor took plage at that tae, but T do not think that any 
eceurred dluctiag the period of tha secvOned settlement, as the new system al. 


lowed of the immediate grant of valiok. 


13. The other circumstances which Mr. Morris his esamera. 
ted a3 proafs of overeassessmeat are nat wholly to be aseribed to that 
sys ey. ae mer ag lagen # tet Ch ane fe ae : : . 

ease. Atnay of the sites and orteages were the resalt of the operations 


Gi the Civil Coarts. Priory to ante Ranodliyo regular civil tribanals existed, 


aacnga clans for debts ds. were ocensionally setticd by the Naziw 
ag-l their subordinates. As sooa as cur civil courts were. opened, and’. 


YY ray po / oa 1 Pa 4 ta ' % ay ¢ ToeAg ‘ A 

nHower become kus, tuey were freely 4 esorted to, and Claisns uf every 
Oe ne ty Pog ly yey yt Toye yy 
len radi hoof STAAL Wore oreo ay Seed 88 vefore them: the trader nYUW found tha 


heals ceriata means of regese Hig kt 





3 a 133 fr On a align te tes 


and hodtl aot hesitate to give uiea farther eredit, till at las 


the Gabt 


¥¢ dhe Wlisehar ‘ abu tee aal- Eee ene vet A 
could be Uscharged ouly by sale o: mortgage, “The ovevious aanounces 


Yr } y . 
ment of the intended regalar settlement bat stso the uileeh: BP 4nqueey 
ducisg 


Maiy cultivators te eee land cat of culttvation. 


. 4 SOba wedding therefsra ple 8). ar : 
I. Comseding therfore with hay Morrig. in regard ota the 


[ ia, 
recessity of a considerable reduction of assessment, T do not entirely 
scribe the existence of this meces-ity to the over-assessment of former 
years, aud Tals) consider it very possibile that with a smaller reduction the 
jistrict would have still prospered. Every village contains immense 
tracts of lraprovable land, and what was chieily wanted was security of 


posszssivn, dak The vssaraace th at there would be no increase of asseso- 


fod 


ment for a lengthened peril. ‘Phere are also strong policical reasons for 
L 





sinent too obvious to require expression. The good «fect 
ofchis moderation was very conspicuous daring the recent disturbances 
in the Jhuog District, where the lightly assessed cultivators contiasted 


Zuvorably in their loyalty with their pastoral fellow countrymen. 


{5.—1 have the honor fo solicit your attention to Mr. Morris’ 
description of the tenures in the Mooltan District, contained in the J6ih 
and subsequent paragraphs of his report,and in the appendices. Mr. Morris’ 
details very generaliy coincide with what JI have more succinetly express- 
ed in arecent communication to you, and which I previously laid before 
vour predecessors in. various letters*and reports. Mr. Morris’ ohserva- 
tious fully shew the non-existence of village communities, and the inco. 
herent nature of the subordinate fiscal divisions. His deseriptions of 
what he terms a“ bhyacharah” tenure confirm, [ think, my opinion that 
it is merely the result of the diyision @f land according to Mahomedan 
law. ife appears to have overlooked one kind of tenure, which, 
however, ts not very common in Mooltan, but prevails more generally in 
Jhung. Latude to the systems Hath) Rakhaee.” This system was in 
wisg water the Sikh government : a Mahomedan proprietor finding he 

soy nol withstand the exactions of the Hindoo Kardars, made over his 
eating eg ate to cae of that class, reserving to himself a portion cf the 
proces! only. Tn process of time the [incoo, betraying his trust, ac- 
quired abso, fe wossession of the lands, and the ousted proprietor could 
obtain no.redness CBU the fall of the Sikh government. When this did 
not occur, the Exindoo had from long possession acquired great interest 
in the estate, whiea? be severally had improved, and it was hardly fair to 
consider him a mere tenant-ot.will, Some difficulty was at first experi~ 


enced in disposing ef these ences, built hey were usually adjusted by Inu. 


[ ts 


tual ae een on Paoonerton in possession either restored the whole ¢ 


tate on payment of the cost of improvement, or took a portion in absolu 


proprietary sight as an equivalent, or he allowed the old proprietor 
portion of the profits. In some instances, however a want uf kuowleds 


of the real chreumstanees was the cause of injustice. 


16.—Phe selection of lamberdars has beea made on prop: 
priuciplea, bat it nay be cuusidered perhaps that they are tou numerou 
This howsyer is almost unavoidable. Where cach so enlled village cor 
sisted of so many incongruous elements, it was impossible to restrict th 
Lutiberdarship to one or two members. [ich section required its repre 
avhitive, at) dad not tais been eoncedad, endless disputes would hay 
arisen, to the ultimate detriment of the interests of the state. 


17.-—Mr. Morris’ remarks in the 83rd and 34th paras. requir 

gvine exXpliniion. he system of granting leases of waste lauds wa 
basel on what had obtained under the former government, and was intrc 
duced by Mr. Edgeworth. I had fally,carried out the system ia Jhun 
with great advantage, and on my transfer to. Mooltan followed the sam 
case, Several leases were taken with the view of extending the culti 
vation by the aid of the canals, bint their svstem of management prove 
ascrious obstruction. At the Settlement it bscame necessary to revis 
he leases to prevent the ruin of the speculators, and this was done wit. 

the consent of the [Financial Commissioner, Lattert: 


Vidz Pint, Commer.’a fet. 


cay No. 8341 of the 2ist almost all the extension of cultivation has been effect 
Ceotulnx 1857. 


ed by new wells. 

18,—As the control of the Canal Department has been place: 
immediately under the Panjab Government, it is unnecessary for me t< 
enter into any ‘letails of the system, further than in regard to its effect or 
the Settlement, and the general prosperity of the district. With these i 
is most intimately connected, but [ have, [ believe, fully reported on thi 

subject in my letter No. 150 of the 25th June 1860. 
19.— Mr. Morris at first proposed to assess the baranee lands year. 
ly, and I coincided in his opinion, but this proposal was overruled by the 


Tinencial Commissioner in his despatch No, 915 of the llth of Maret 


f 18 J 


Gr ia Ph Aree: Vee CL a sg » + 
e359. . The Baranea lands of Mvisee heve beep settled is eerordaree 
vith this order, bat to accomplish tinis 1 was ae to forin these seats 
ered patches of cultivation into the two separate Talooks of Khaee and 
Looddun, and to lease them as Tulooks to men af influence ard respansi- 
sility. The assessment, light, as it is, could never have been realized in 
seasons of drought from the indigent peasantry, who, in favorable years 
cultivate these patches, The Telocks have been conferred on Gholem 
Moostapha Khan, Khan Baladur,—a Native gentleman who has on re. 
peated occasions rendered eminent services to the Government, and who 
has other interestsia that part of the distriet,—and on certain loyal chiefs 
of the Bar tribes, who have great ir Muenee in that part of the country, 
aud who during the rebellion of 1857 and the mutiny of [838 rendered 
special service to the state. Ina political view the arrangement ts bene. 
ficial, and, without causing any loss to Government, it may be the mears 
of extending and improving the cultivation of these now almost barren 
tracts. In Suraee Sidhoo I attempted to make similar arrangements, but 


none would engage either as Taloukdars or otherwise. 


fU.—It is not necessary to advert to the Tirnee assessment, and 
the Sujjee or Soda farms, further than ro inention that, in accordance with 
the arrangements sanctioned by the Financial Commissioner in the Jinumng 
district, when any Sujjee was produced Within the village. boundaries, it 
was included in the sayer, and Jeased with the land revenue. 
21—The Date tree cobs has=alécb een included in the village 
zasessment. There are few other’ sdureés of revenue requiring notice. 
ertal! ameunt is realized from the Goolkesoo, or fewer of die Palas, ot 


dye, and from the gall of the Tamarisk termed “ Maeen” 


> 


Dik, used as a ¢ 
used as a mordant. These are collected in the jungle lands, and are still 


farmed annually. 


22, —-With the view ofreduciug the number of village papers, sin. 
plifsing their preparation, and rendering them more suitable to the cireum-~ 
stances of the country, Laddressed your predecessor in my letter No, 14 
of the (Sci January 1858, aud the Settlement oMieer again submitted the 
proposal in letter to Financial Commissioner No, G1 dated [ith Mey 18%8, 


To theses communications no reply was received, but the proposed modt- 


Eb 


fications were adopted. With the same object the Huftagana papers were 
reduced to five, on a plan which, [ believe, had been suggested by you. 


The same system thas been adopted throughout the Division, 


23.—Since Mr Morris’ departure I have completed what re- 
mained unfinished of the Settlement work. It proved to be more labori- 
ons than 1 expected, when I undertook the completion of the Settlement. 
There were many complicated cases of long standing to decide, and these 
were litigated to the last. T'rom having other work to attend to I could 
not proceed into the district, and therefore, many matters, which ought to 
have been decided by the Settlement officer, were necessarily left to the 
Extra Assistant Sham Lall. 


* bs * ® ¥ * 


* * * oy * * 


24,.-—In the meantime [have made arrangements for the correc- 
tion of the records of those villages in which these frauds have been detec. 
tod, under the Superiatendence. of, Extra Assistant Massoom Allee, an 
officer well acquainted with Settlement affairs. Prior to the completion 
ef the Settlement I availed myself-of his services, and 1 am happy to 
state that 1 found him a very different person from Sham Lall. He ren- 


dered me very valuable assistance. 


25.-—I ought to have mentioned, before proceeding so far with 
this report, that in the course of the Settlement it was discovered, that in fix- 
ing the boundaries much larger areas than it was advisable or necessary to 
assign, had been given to several villages, At the request of the Settle- 
ment officer I permitted him to revise these areas, and to curtail them 
when such a course appeared advisable, This was sanctioned by the Fi- 
nancial Commissioner in letter No. 935 of the Ilth March 1859. Mr. 
Morris has accomplished this without interfering with lands which ap- 
peared to belong properly to the cultivated estates, but IT think he might 
have exercised greater strictness in his curtailments. There are stil 
many villages to which an enormous extent of waste culturable land is 
attached, and which might be easily separated without encroaching on the 


proper rights of the proprietors. The error originated duriug my ab- 
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sence in Europe, and was not discovered till after the completion of the 


Survey. 


26.—It cannot be doubted that the Settlement made by Mr. 
Morris is eminently popular. The assessment is light, and fairly distribu- 
ted. The rights of every individual have been carefully and diligently 
investigated, and their true positions assigned, All doubts and difficulties 
vegarding tenures, with their rights, and duties, have been decided, and the 
errors caused -by a want of knowledge of the real circumstances of the 
country are not likely again te occur. In the course of this report J have 
adverted to the few instances in which I think improvement might have 
been effected, but those do not affect the Settlement generally. [have eve- 
vy hope that it will be successful as far as circumstances will permit, and 


I accordingly beg to recommend its confirmation. 


7.—I shall now advert tothe five points the observance of 
which Mr. Morrisin his concluding para. considers essential to the sta- 
bility of his Settlement. 

I—The new system of canal management, if properly carried 
out, will, | doubt not, be the means of securing as far as possible a constant 
and sufficient supply of water for purposes of irrigation, but the responsi. 
bility now rests entirely with the Canal department, and I have already 
noticed how Mr. Morris’ intentions have been directed. 

11 -—{ am not aware what advantage can result from the mere 
preparation of monthly lists of deserted.wells and uncleared cuts. The 
knowledge thus obtained will not of itsclf cause improvement, and it 
would be very inexpedient to force Tuccavee on the people. We must 
trust to their own judgment, and” knowledge of their wants, and any ap- 
plications for Tuccavee made on real and substantial grounds will as 
hitherto, be liberally attended to. 

I11—I have already discussed the system of remissions propos. 
ed by Mr. Morris, and shewn what I consider to be the difficulties attend- 
ing the assigning of the proper amount of remission. 

1V.—The real difficulty of settling claims on account of diluvi- 
an is thé want of means to ascertain correctly the extent of loss uncom. 


pensated by any increase by alluvion. Suspension of the demand on un- 
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founded or exagyerated claims is just as objectionable, as the exaction of a 


sum to be eventually refunded. 


V.—This has been disposed of above. 


28.—Before proceeding with this report, I would solicit your 
attention to the revised schedule of revenue establishment submitted with 
my letter No. 28 of the 3)st of January last, recommending the addition 


of a Sudder Quanoongo, on 40 Rs per mensem, to the establishment. 


29.—I have much pleasure in noticing the ability displayed by 
Mr. Morris in conducting the business of this Settlement. The circum- 
stances of the country presented many peculiar features, which, notwith- 
standing his long experience as a Settlement officer, must have been new 
to him. All these difficulties have been disposed of in a manner which 
will render the future administration of the district a work of comparative 
exse. In addition to the ordinary business of the Settlement, Mr. Morris 
had also to draw vut a system of assessment for levying Jabor for the 
clearing of the canals, which. if properly attended to, will fully effect its ob. 
ject. In the performance of bis duties. Mm Morris was attentive, dilizent, 
and careful, and the strict suservision which he exercised over his subordi- 
nates hecame evident. when his departare threw upon me the entire res- 
ponsivility of management. To my intercourse with Mr: Morris I endea- 
voured to afford him every assistance in. my power. He never failed to 
consult me, either personally or by letter, on every subject of doubt, and 
was always ready to take advantage of any information, which, from iy 
long acquaintance with this province, | was able to afford. I consider that 
Mr. Morris’ services demand full acknowledgement from his superiors. 

i * * 

31, Yo expedite the work of the Settlement I availed myself 
of the services of lixtra Assistant Massoom Ulee. He rendered ime most 
Valuable assistance, and discharged his duties efficiently, and in a trnsf- 


worthy manner. 


32. Among the Tahseeldars the most useful was Moorad Shah 
Tahseeidar of Mylsee and Lodran. He was most diligeut and attentive 
in the discharge of his duties, and his decisions were generally most suita- 


ble and proper. He is certainly the most eflicient officer of bis rank in 


pee] 
12 Division. Byram Khan, Tahseeldar of Shoojahbad, although not con. 


picuous ‘for ability, did his work creditably and honestly. 


33. In the Settlement office I must particularly notice the Eny- 
ish Clerk, Baboo Nobin Chundra Banurjya. He is weil educated, and writes 
inglish in a style, and with a correctness, superior to most of his class. He 
s thoroughly acquainted with the duties of his office, and has a fair 
cnowledge of Settlement affairs in general. He has discharged his duties 
with care, attention, and diligence. Without his aid T should have encoun- 
tered many difficulties in conducting the business ofthe Settlement. 1 
beg also to refer you to my letter to vour predecessor No. 224 dated 3id 


August 1859, and subsequent correspondence. 


31. Purgas Rae, Sheristadar, is a most worthy and honest offi- 
cer. He is well acquainted with his duties. While emploved under me 
le in no way falsified the excellent character-he obtained from Mr. Mor- 
tix. When discharged from the Settlement 1 gave him suitable employ- 


ment in my own office. 


35. Tt will be observed thatthe results of the assessment as 
eivonm by Mr. Morris in the body of his report, differ slightly from those 


datailed in the Statement. This arises from the following causes. 
Ist. Changes in the Jamas caused by Aluvien aud Diuvian. 


Sud. Increase on? account of resumed and lapsed rent-free 


grants, 


omh Transfer of villages from one Tahseel to another. These 


tock place after he had concluded his report. 


38. IT omitted to mention in its proper place, that the greater 
portion of the rent free holdings had heen investigated and disposed of 
prive co the Settlement. The few that remained were reported sometime 


siuee, and, as far as can be ascertsinad, not a single case remains. 


37. IT have also to request your attention to Mr. Morris’ 
report on the Indigo cultivation of this District. The ecuntry is well 
adapted for the cultivation of this product, and of sugar and cotton, and 
for these articles a market -will always be found in Afghanistan and 


Cy.tral Asia, exclusive of exportation by sea, Hirherto no European 


[ 21 ] 
capitalists have engaged in the cultivation of Indigo, although the immense 
extent of waste lands, and the facilitics for the extension of irrigation, offer 
encouragement, to the speculator. On the other hand, the remoteness of 
the province, the difficulty of access, the paucity of labour, the severity 
of the climate, and the existing canal system, are all obstacles in the way 


of improvement. 


38. Finally, I have the honor to submit a Statement of the 
expenditure incurred in the completion of this Settlement, from its 
commencement in February 1855 till the 15th of July 1860, from which 


date the establishment has been discharged. 


I have &c. 
G. W. DANMILTON. 


Cominissioner and Superintendent, 


Moolian Division. 


No, 29 or 1849. 


Rn ne rt 


Frew 
KW. MERRIS ESQUIRE, 
Seltlenent Officer, 
Movltan, 
Yo 
LIRUTENANT COLONEL &. We. HAMILTON, 
Commissioner and Supertntendent, 
Mivoltan Diutsion. 
DAVE UAMP MOOLLZAN, TUE 447M! PLBRUARY 1859. 
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I hese the honor herewith to submit areport on the seiilement of the 


Mooltan District, revised 
Anpeadix 4, Roport on Tahseel Surai Sidkeu. * i sultely & 


Aepaulin G: Bepors on Fakanel Mele under Megulation 1X of 1833, 

feet tie et ee eee together with the statements 
Ajuentis Ef. Revivals Suna; cvere Cheogpetiapeaeeams;, noted in the margin¥, which 
i a ee ja addition to containing 
Five Mouzabwar Assesament Statements, oue for each Tubeeel, detailed stati-tical data, will, 


T think, furnish you with fallinformation regardiug all the most important operations 


of this settlement, 


&.—The Mooltan District is situated at the southern extremity uf the 
Baree Doab, and occupies a superficial area of 5866 square miles, It is bounded on 
one side by the river Chenab, and on the other by the Sutlej. Towards the uerth, 
where it borders on the District of Goovaira, it muy he generally described asa 
barren waste in the centre, with fringes of luxuriant cultivation on its edges ; bub as 
w> proceed further dovn the District, we find these fringes gradually expanding, until 
at last, some few miles above the junction of the rivers, they extend very nearly, if 


hot quite, across the Doub, 


8.—This District js divided into fire Tahsecls, three of which are silualed 


on the Chenab, in the following order, Sarac-sidhoo, Meultan and Shecjalbad ; aud 


Lowe <4 
two on the Sutlej, viz: Mylsee, and Lodran, Vora fulland detailed deseviption of exch 


of these Telsgeels, their position, character, aud all other important and statistical 


information regarding them, vé/e the appendices attached to this iLeport, 


4.--The general condition also of this fret, i's eultieation, and producer, 
the habits of the people, and their ehoracé-r as Malgoozars, the provailine tenures, 
and pveuliar village institutions, the quality of the soil, amlthe nature of the irriga. 
tion, the past fiscal history of this di triet, and its present eondition, the workin 
of the past settlements, and operations of the present, the assessment fixed on, and 
the amount of reduction proposed by mein each Tehseel respectively, together wilh 
all other data, statistical or otherwise, having been fully dwelt on by me in the 
appendices and statements annexed to this report, [ need not new recapitulate them, 
but will proceed to notice briefly the goneral principles which have guided me in 
making my assessment, the fiscal results of the settlement, its future working, and 


several points of interest connected with the same. 


§.—-The principles tpon which I have progeeded iu aszessing the Govern. 
ment revenue of this district have been: 

First, to divide off the area to be agsessed inte a certain number of circles 
or chinks, each to include all villages, which, with-referenos to situation, soil, irrigation, 


and general productive capacity, could be classed together, 


Seeondly, to fix rates which approximately represented the amount of 
Government revenne peracre, payable by the various desertptious of land in each ehuk, 
under cirenmstances of average prosperity, and from them ecaleulate broadly the 
atnomit elaimable from cach villages 

Thinly, wherever neeusstry, to make gach addition to, or rednetion from, 
the total susrvived atyas. with veferenea to certain peculiarities in the village to be 
assessed, appenred necessary or advisable, 

§.--With reference to the Chukwar subdivision, three circles have appeared to 
me sufficient for all peactical purposes. Is was evident at once that there must be 
one chuk ineluding the low lands on the river bank, and another for the high lauds 
in, and on the skirts of, the Bar, so that it only remained to determine the number of 
intermediate chuks between the two; and, on examiniug the district closely, I had no 
hesitation in deciding that one wonld be sufficient,—so narrow, generally speaking, is 


the debatable ground between the two extremes. 


7.—It will be observed, therefore, on reference to the annexed anpendices, 
that TL have foliu.wed out the leading principle of this ehukwar arrangement in my 
assesamenut of all the five ‘ahseels of this District, via: chat all the villages of eselh: 


Tahseel separately wil fall into one or other of the three following cireles:— Khadty, 


[ at j 

Bangur, and Rawa,—uolwithstanding that in two ‘Tchseels, Mocltan and Shocjahbad, 
classification of estates was found wecessary, aud ina third, My lsev, au subdivision of 
a two of the chuks deemed expedient. 

8.—-And } mast here explain that [have thronghout kept these chaks 
strictly topographical, allowing no cunsideratiun of vaste, tenure, past or present 
prosperity or calamity, to influeuee my judgineut in assigning to each village its 
place in one or other of the chuks, aceording to its local position, the character of its 


suil, and its nataval facilities for irrigation. 


9.—This is highly essential, if the seltlement officer is to leave bebind him 
aa intelligible record of his operations for the use of the Collector; and [ have 
accordingly endeavoured in the present settlement not only to fix an amount which 
shall be carefully adapted to the peculiarities of each village in detail, but alsy to show 
clearly to the Collector of the Juma so fixed, to what class the village belonged, what 
ara the rates considered fuiy for an average villave of that class, aad the reasous why 


the amount so fixed, exeveded, equalled, or fell short of, sueh average rates. 


10,—Thas, in certain instances, considerations of peculiar prosperity, or remark- 

alle advantages over {he average of the class, may have warranted au increase on the aver- 
age rates; whilst in others pcealiar loval disadvantayes may have rendered average rates 
unfair, or considerations of humanity aids potieg spotutd to ey terns, as the only 
means of reseninga village from tentperary enrhacrassiment, brought on by an unusa- 
‘Ty bad season or other iisfortune + or perhaps paculiarity of caste or tenure may have 
rendered it hopeless to coiluct avernge rates, and the choice thus lay between abating 


the legitimate demand, or breaking down.the estate, 


Il, lt is comparatively ashaple matter to miake chulks, ealoulate rates, and 
then strike out from the Chuk lists allwilktves; which, from some of the causes above 
detailed, are clearly incapable of staudina average rates, and transfer them to sunie 
Chuk whose rates are suited tu their caprvivies, Such a Selitemant looks very plausible, 
and might work well; but, if difficulty shoal arise at any fature time, the Cotleetar 
would find hinself, if not absolutely deceived, at least hopelessly ignorant of the real 
data on which the assessment had been based. Rates are at best only a broad basis 
on which to ground an assessment, but to expect that Chuks or rates can be so perfect- 
ly planned or calculated, that the rates of each Chuk shall give an equitable assess. 
ment for every village in that Chuk, seems to me hopeless, and I have accordingly not 


attempted it, 


12, Sueh then are the leading principles which have suided me in making 
: 4 { a 3 


my assessment, as far ag regards the formation of Chuks, and application of deduced re- 


venue rates; aud Ll will now proceed to notice eng Gther peiut closely connected with 


" 
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thaaeeramont, hefnre giving the feeal reeuita of inv praposed Sottlenectr-- thls is, whe- 
ther it will be advisvhle or wot tu retain the svefem tutrodaeed af the secuid Summasy 
. 


settlenani, of asunal aeasarcmcats aad ovariidite Jusas for ad lands suly eb to ine 


undatiou dium the rivers, 


13,.~This system was introdsoed by the Daputy Commissioner at the gecond 
Sommary settlement, on the ground that the returns from these “ sylaba’’ lands 
were so precarious, that a fised Jomma for a number ef years could not be regularly 
collgeted from them, Now there can be no doubt hat that some of the ‘sslaba’? 
Jands in this district, especially those on the Sutlej. are liable to considerable variations, 


bat stil am of opinion that the amount of sueh lands is tridisy 


we, compared with 


those from which the returns are tolerably secure, 


14.—The returns froin all sylnha dands must be in some measure wneertain, 
bot sll 7 se9 a0 reason why thay should be more so ia ihis District than in others 
also subject to the action of these very rivers, and frow which permanent Jumas are 
revulary realized. Moreover the following strong objections may be urged against 
the present system, 

Ist.—TIé entails annaal measaremants, which are in my opinion highly 


objectionasle, being injurious in their effects, inqaisitorial in their nature, and affurJ- 


ing great opportunities and inducements for fraud, 

Qudiv, It is detrimental to the diterests of Gavernment, and entails a loss 
of Government revenues, there bei. g comparatively speaking very fewinstances tn which 
the Measurement has not been followed) by reduction ou the Junias as fixed ar the 
Seco] Summary Settlement, notwithstanding that some of the past seasons have been 


considered highly favorable. 


Srdiy. It is unpopmiar, nearly oll the proprietors of the more important 
river villages having petitioned me for a fixed and permanent assessment. 
4thly, Itis entirely opposed to the fundamental principle of our revenue 


Sattlement, and at. the best but little better than a system of © Kham Tuhscel.” 


15, For the above reasons, therefore, I do not advocate a continuance of 
the past system; aulmy proposed azsessment has accordingly been made on the mn- 
derstanding, that for the future the revenu- from these lands will be collected in the 
same manner as from all others, sulaj-et of course to the ordinary and regular rules 
regarding insrement and decrement, similarly as with all other such lands in the 
Panjab. 

16. Bat, though strongly opposed to any regular system of annual mea- 
eurements and variable Jumas, still it eeems to me quite possible, iu consequence of the 


variable nature uf the irrigation afforded by Lath the rivera and canals, thal in some 
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particular seasons, 9 remiseion of a portion of the revenue in certain elasace of Villegas 


may be found both expedient and necessary. Such instanees will bo rare, and may 


probably not oceur within the term of the settlement, but still being pos: 





°, owing 
to the peculiar aud uncertain nature of the irrigation, I have eonsidered it advisable 
ta provide against such, by proposing a general remission to be granted tothe tract co 
affected, 

17,—With this view, therefore, I have prepared lists. (vide Apnendices G. H, 
and J.) of all the villages irrigated by “one of the rivers and canals respectively, to- 
gether with the amount of revenue in each, a portion or the whole of which will be 
liable to remission, according as the irrigation has failed partially, or intoto. And here 
T must explain, that these arrangements are meant by te to provide for instances of 
general failure of irrigation in any tract, which no assessment, however liylt, can pros 
vide for, and not to meet individual or trifling cases of a deficient supply of water, 
for which the very moderate assessment proposed by me eught to snflice: whilst of 
conrse the pereantage of remission to be granted, must depeud on the nature and extent 
of the failure experienced. 

18,—For instanee,—-aseume that there las been a grert and general failure of 
the Sutle] inundation in any particntar year, and that after investivation it is deemed 
necessary to remit 25 per cent of thereveaug;-then the amount to be remitted will, 
aceording to Appendix G, No, 2, be 25 per’ cent, or one fourth of Rupees 15,845 
viz Rupees 3951, of which cach of the 138: villages watered by the Sntle] will receive 

. 

its quoba, in proportion to the amount entered against it in the above mentioned 
Statement, So again with the canals ; should thera be a general failure in any par. 
ticular canal, and rethission of reyenue be detined necessary, the District offieer 
will fitst have to determine on the=percentaze of reduetion required, and then 
ealculate the amount that will be due to cach of the villages watered by the canal, 
as shewn in appendix Hor J. 

19.—In short then, though strongly opposed to any reeular syelem of annual 
measurements, and variable jumas, on account of any particular description of lands, 
still Lam of opinion, that in a district like that.of Mooltan, with its shifting Sylaba, 
and uncertain canal irrigation, a general remission of a portion of the revenue in cere 
tain tracts will, in some extre instances, be found highly desirable; and acuordingly, 
Thave grouped together all the villages situated in such tracts, and caleulated for exch, 
from the statistical data furnished by my settlement records, the amouné of revenue 
dependant on the particular description of irrigation, on account of the partial or total 
failure of which, it may hereafter be deemed advisable to grant remissions in any one 
year, Such then is the general principle on which IT have proeeeded in assess 


tuese lands, and the adoption of which I strongly advocate in the.future. working of 
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this settlement: whilst for any further information and statistical data regarding 
fad a 


these remissilble Jumas, I must refer to the detailed statements attached to this, 


Teport. 


20.—The general fives! result of my proposed settlement is as follows :—- 
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Sarace Sidhua, ... 44,95] dt.pa7 3 , The proposed Juana doesnot Include that for Dates 
: | f which has been fixed at ahout Re 2,100. 

Mooltan, eee wae ODOT Lisj10 98.453 ( The proposed Jama dues notinetude that for Dates 

| » if which has been dixcd at about Rs, 3,400, 
Mylsee feud Dads LOLA? 3 The proposed Juma does not inelude that for Dates, 
ay: ? aS AULIT } which has‘heen fixed at about Rs iss0, 
outa eee | LTO, URS aan ange The proposed Juma toes not inelude that tor Dates. 
Lodray, ? TAQ TTS | 112,086 whieh has been fixed at about Rs. 2U0, 


‘ahbad, ant tae y3 Prac gaan $F The proposedVuina to.s not inelude that for Dates 
Shoojalbad Ltr L2n025 | which has beon fixed at about Rs, 200. 
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The proposed Juma does not include that for Dates 
whieh has been fixed at about Rs. 7,770. 
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21.—From the foregoing it will Le seen, that F propose to grant a total reduc. 
tion of Rupees 1,08,958 or I} per cent, on the present Juma cf the 2nd: Summary 
‘Settlement. At first sight this amount may perhaps appear unnecessary Taree, aud 
will very probably be deemed more than was actually required to bring this Distriet 
into good order: bat am sanguine that a eareful perusal of my remarks, as giver in 
detail in the aunexed appendices, on the assessment of each ‘Pabseel separately, will 
clearly prove, that there has been mo unnecessary sacrifice cf Government revenue ; 
whilst, on the Sther hand, the following general and cogent reasons may be brought for- 
ward in favor of granting so large an amount. of reduction, and fixing a really light 
assessment fer this Diztrict, 

22,— They areas follows :—the isolated position of several of the Tahseels : the 
the absence of tvade, and want of markets: the general inferiority of the soil and enlt- 
vation, and the variable nature of the river inundation: the nomad character of the 
people, their idleness, Cimprovidence, and aversion to money payments ; the uncer- 
tainty and expense of the Canal irrigation, much incyeased by the heavy burden of the 
annual laranee : the scantiness of the population, great want of cultivators, and low 
value of landed properly: {he sales and mortgages, particularly in Tahseels Mylsee 
and Lodran:; the numercus desertions into the Bhawu!poor Territory, and general digs 
content consequent on past over-assessment: the large amount of land “Jately aban- 
and number of wells deserted : the unsatisfactory working of the Summary. Set- 


doned,” 
of the past collections: the balances,—more than Ra- 


slements, and extreme difficulty 
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pees 9,000 having been remitted in 1857-58 :—and last, thongh not least, the fact, that 
for the future there will be no variable Jumas as heretofore, the entire assessment be- 
ing considered permanent for the term of Settlement, 

23.—-The announcement of the assessment has been accomplished with ease, 
the engagements having been entered into most readily by the head men, without the 
occurrence of a single case of regular refusal. This will, I trust, be considered satisfac 
tory, for at the 2nd Summary Settlement, in addition to several estates being made 
over to farmers, it was found most difficult to induce any of the proprietors to accept 
the office of Lumberdar,.and engage for the revenue; whilst now nearly every pro- 
prietor of importance aaserts his right to the '‘ Lumberdaree,’” and haa given in a 


* Durkhast” for the proposed Jnma, 


24.—The preparation of the record of rights has been completed in the two 
Tahseels of Saraee Sidhoo and Mylsee, and is now progressing in the three other 
Tahseels of this District. The form of the record prepared for each village separately 
has been fully explained by me in my letter No. 8, dated 7th January 1858, to your 
address, aud L have now only to add, that the principle there laid down by me, has 
since been strictly carried ont, great care haviag been taken that no ‘useless or supers 
iluous papers were introduced. 

25..~The two principal points to which attention has been chiefly directed 
have heen, the attestation of the holdings, and the distribution of the revenue; the 
former having been invariably earried om ander the personal superintendence of the 
presiding, officer, whilst the latter has im almost every instance been effected by the 
people themselves, the majority of whom, having learnt expericuce from the “ khewuts” 
of the 2nd Summfr Settlement, havé been Cally alive to their own interests, and to 
the great importance’of making the distribution according to the actual and bord fide 
capabilities uf the soil, Iam sanguine, therefore, that the record of rights and liabili- 
ties, as now proposed for this district, will hereafter prove practically useful in the fue 
ture working of the Settlement. . 

#3,—The nature of the tenures prevalent in this distrigt will be found fally 
detailed in the appendices annexed to this report. The most striking of these is the 
“ Chukdaree,’”’—the Clnkdar, or ewner of the well, being an intermediate person be« 
tween the original proprietor of the soil, and the cultivator. 1 need not here enter into 
an explanation of the origin of this tenura, but I must not omit to add, that it is almost 
entirely owing to the existence of these Chukdars, that this distriet owes its present 
state of comparative prosperity, 

27,--These Chukdars are almost invariably wealthy Kurars, who by the ap- 
plication of labor and capital have greatly improved the productive powers of the soil: 
they are the real malgoozars to whom Government must lock for the realization of ite 
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reventte, for, although a very grasping and avaricious race, they still make very fair 
landlords, aud never rest satisfied until they have realized for themselves a handsome 
profit in the form of net rent, here commonly known as “ Hug kuesoor,” 

Q8,——The Chnkdars, when not cultivating themselves, invariably realize in 
kind from the cultivators: actual rent rates, therefore, in eontra-distinction to reve- 
nue rates eannot be suid to exist here, the actual net rent of the “ Chukdar” ‘being 
the bond fide profit he realizes after payment of the Government revenue, defraving 
all expenses &e, It is this net profit which is kuown here as “ Kussoor.” In the rich 
Lahseels of Shoojahbad and Moolfan this “ Kussoor” is often cqual to 50 per cent. of 
the Government revenue, and T have even known instances where a sum equal to the 
Goverument revenue, or 100 per cent. on the Juma, has been refused in lieu of the 
“ Kussoor,’—~a striking proof of the moderation of the assessment. Where the Chuk- 
dar is not in actual possession of the well, his “ lng Kussoor"’ is generally 2 seers iit 
the maund, or one-twentieth of the gross produce, equal to 2 per cent on the Government. 
revenue, caleniated at one-fifth of the gross produce. 

99,~—-The majority of the litigated cases, (and they have amounted to 424 
since the commencement of the Settlement,)have been on account of this  Kussoor,” 
The most important of these are the claims of the Mooltanee Pattang to’ Kussoer;” 
But as all such had‘ been decided and. disposed of in the District Courts prior to the 
commencement of Settlement operations, it does not sppear to me nceessary to advert 
to them particularly in this report, A good many claims have also been brought for- 
ward by the Gurdezee Syuds and others to the original proprietary right of certain 
villages: these have been earefally investigated, and } Seer im the maund fixed as 
“ Malikava,” or “ wajib Zemindaree,” where the ¢iaim lias been clearly proved,and the 
period of dispossession found not to excced 12 years, 

3u.-—The investigation of the ** Mafees,” and other rent free elaims, had been 
conducted chiefly-in the District Office: the completion, however, of these investiga- 
tions, as also the preparation of Bnglish statements for all claims recommended for 
release in perpetuity; has fallen on this Department; this las been carefully carried 
out, so that, T think, all exses of this deseription may sow be considered as finally diss 
posed of. 

$1.—In the appointment of Tzumberdars care has been taken to disturb exis- 
ting arrangements as little as possible: wherever practicable, the former Lumberdars 
have been confirmed in their appointments, but in several instances | have found it 
necessary to‘appoint others, the Lumberdars of the Summary Settlement having been 
found not only utterly incompetent, bat witheut apy real or ancestral claim to the 
post in question. Where the original proprietor of the estate also held wells or land 
as a Chukdar, he has generally been appointed Lumberdar; but where his only claim 


to the estate was the realization of * Malikana” ia the form of “ wajib zamindaree,” 
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then some one or more of tha raal malgoozars (Chukdars) have heen appointed, 

32.—The Putwaree estabiisbment has been thoroughly reorganized, and tha 
marking off of Putwarees circles carefully done; the average pay of ench Putwaree 
being about Rupees 190 or Rupees 8 per mensem, They will, I think, be found really 
efficient ; all having been carefully trained in this Department, and actively employed 
from the commencament of Settlement operations in the preparation of the Settlemen$ 
records, 

83,——I ought perhaps to have mentioned ere this, that my proposed assees. 
ment does not include the amount to be realized from lands separately leased for a 
term of years, under the rules formerly promulgated under the Board of Administra. 
tion, In several instances, indeed, I have found it negessary to revise these leases, and 
regularly asseas.the lands, but all such. have beon done with your special sanction ; 
whilst with respect to the remainder, the leases will hold good for the several terms for 
which they have been respectively granted ; enhancement having been imposed by me 
only in those cases, where the amount of laud’ in possession of the lessee has been 


found to be considerably in excess of that stated in the lease, 


84,—Since the announcement of the assessment, 144 wells, and 5,250 acres of 
land, situated in the waste lands of the Government Jungles, have algo been leased by 
myself, for tho term of Settlement, at-aemaximum assessment of Rupees 2,884. T have 
found the people very anxious to repait old: wells, or sink new, in the Gorernment Jun- 
gles, provided they could obtain the! same on easy terms; and as several objections 
have bean raised to the progressive rates hitherto in vogue here, not so much op acq 
gount of their severity, as from the fact of the enhancement year by year-beling connd 
to be very irksome, Ihave in licu adopted the following, which have given universal 
sutisfuction :— 

Wells, 60 beegas, 2 years rent free, then Re. 14, 

Ditto, 100 beegas, 2 years’ rent free, then Is, 20, 

Cunal Linds, | year rent free; 1 year, £ annas per beegah, and then, 8 annas 
per beegah,. 

35.—I think I have now touched on all the more important poiuts connected 
with the settlement of this District. The inundation canals, and the arrangements pro- 
posed by me for their future management, have already formed the subject of a separate 
and detailed report: whilst with respect to the assessment of the baranee lands, the © Trin- 
nee,”  Sujjee,” and other extra dues, all these matters have been fully discussed by mg 
in-separate letters to your address; or that of the Financial Commissioner. All that 


u.w remains to be done isthe completion.of the khewuts &e, in the three Tahseely 
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of Mooltan, Shoojabad, aud Lolran, and the preparation of the final English statis. 
tical Statements No. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, to ensure which, the arrangements proposed 
were found amply sufficient. 

33.—L will now, in conclusion, proceed to offera few remarks on the future 
working of this settlement, Iv is now nearly twelve months since the revised assess- 
ment was announced : during the period, I have visited every portion of the District, 
and made diligent enquiries as to the nature of the settlement; the result is, that I can 
now cunfidently pronounce the assessment to be a really light one; every where the 
Pople appear contented and sativfied, whilst the number of new wells that have been 
dug, the large amount of“ Jately abandoned” land brought wider cultivation, and the 
return of nearly every former defaulter or absentee, to elaim the land which he only a 
few years ago abandoned of his own accord, is, T tink, conclusive proof of the modera- 
tion of the settlemont, and the beneficial results aceruing thercfrom, 

37. --Still, notwithstanding this, 1 eannet hold myself responsible for the 
futore suscessful working of this settlement, unless the fullowing important poiuts be 
properly and effieiently provided for. 

Ist,—The fucure canal arrargements:— these must be suchas to providea 
regular and ear?y supply of water, 

andly,—The preparation of monthly lists of all deserted wells and uncleaned 
cuts, for the repair of which liberal bucsavee advances should be made. 

8rdly,—-The granting of pronipt remission in all cases coming under the 
category nuticed in paras. 16 to 19 of this report, 

diley.—The granting of sespersion of demand in all cases of actual loss 
by Uilavian, in lieu of the present system of collcetion first, anda refund afterwards, 
wien the fact of diluvian has been verified by measurement. 

Sthly.—The future working of the canal system, which must be most ecare- 


fully watched, to preven‘ a recurrence of what lus hitherto taken place, or even the 


possibility of failure, 


Moouran Serttement OFrrics, I have the honor to be, 
Camp Mooltan, Sir, 
The 24th of February 1859, Your most obedient cervant, 


JH. MORRIS, 
S.tiement Officer. 


STATEMENT showing area, Jumma, Revenui 
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To 
THE OFFICIATING FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER, 
for the Punjab. 
DATED LAHORE, 5TH SEPTEMBER, 1860. 
Sir, 
Tu reply to your letter No. 776 of 23rd Ultimo, Iam directed to inform yor 
that the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor sanetions the settlement 
RLVENDEZ. 


of the Moolltan District for a term of ten years proposed by you. 


2.—The thanks of the Government are due to Mr. Morris for the ability and 
judgment with which the Settlement operations have been conducted, and for the com~ 
plete regurt which he has furnished. 

3.*The acknowledgments of the Lieutenant Governor are also made to 
Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton, for bringing to a conclusion such parts of the Settlement 


as Mr, Morris’ departure lefé unfiuished. 


4,—I am to request that the report be printed under your superintendence, 
together with your able and interesting summary. 
I have &c., 


kb 8. DAVIES, 


Secretary to Government, 
Punjab. 
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